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began to roll on the ground, and exclaimed, " Long
may you prosper! why should it not be !J> When the
evening came, the king and the wazir mounted, and
went to the warns house, and they made over to me
the wamr's daughter according to their rites and cere-
monies ; they gave a *great dowry and presents with
her, and expressed themselves highly obliged, saying,
that according to the commands of the great idol, they
had given her to me. They settled us both in one
house; when I saw that beauty, then [I perceived
that] in truth her beauty was equal to that of a fairy,
perfect from top to toe. All the beauties we have
heard of, as peculiar to Pad-mini1 females, were centred
in her. I cohabited with her without ceremony, and
experienced great delight. In the morning, after
having bathed, I waited on the king ; he bestowed on
me the M^'at of marriage, and ordered that I should
always attend his levee; at last, after some days, I
became one of his majesty's counsellors.

" ' The king used to be much pleased with my so-
ciety, and often gave me presents and rich MiTafo,
although I was rich in worldly treasures, for my wife
possessed so much gold property and precious stones,
that they exceeded all bounds and limits. Two years
passed in extreme delight and ease. It happened that
[my wife] the wazlrs daughter, became pregnant;
when the seventh and eighth months had passed, arid
she entered her full time, the pains came on; the
nurse and midwife came, and a dead child was brought
forth; its poison infected the mother, and she also

1 Padmiw, the highest and'most excellent of the four clwses of woman
among the Hindus.